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Preliminary assessment of overwintering of crops’
in 2026

Field studies indicate that in the current year, win-
o ter crops overwintered somewhat worse than
ﬁ 1 1 / in the previous year. The main cause of the dam-
L o age was significant drops in near-ground temper-
atures recorded in January and February (in some
areas down to -25°C and below), accompanied
by drying winds. Insufficient snow cover or its ab-

sence further limited the natural protection
of plants against frost.

increase in the sown area of
winter cereals compared to the
2024 sown area

In most voivodeships, greater losses in the area sown with winter crops were recorded com-

pared to the previous year. Damage to the plants also resulted from daily temperature fluc-

tuations as well as locally occurring waterlogging in fields during the late winter/early spring

period. An additional factor contributing to losses in winter crops was the occurrence

of snow mold on plantations. The overwintering of fruit trees and bushes was most often as-

sessed as good or satisfactory. An increased risk of frost damage mainly concerned apricots,

sweet cherries, peaches, and some plum varieties.

The onset of vegetation in winter crops and permanent grasslands occurred in the second As a result of insufficient

decade of March. Throughout the month, spring fieldwork was carried out. In a large part rainfall, excessive drying

ofthe country, sowing of spring cereals and field vegetables began. The persistent shortage of the t_OPSOil is bEi_“g ob-

of precipitation contributed to a reduction in soil water reserves. In many regions of the co- served in many regions
. . . of the country

untry, significant soil drying was observed.

A final assessment of winter losses, as well as spring losses, and an assessment of the state
of sowing of agricultural and horticultural crops will be carried out in the second half of May
this year.

Assessment of the condition of winter crops sown in the fall of 2025 for harvest in 2026

An assessment carried out in November by Statistics Poland field appraisers shows that win- The area of winter cereals
ter cereals for the 2026 harvest have been sown about 4.5 million hectares, i.e. approx. sown in autumn 2025 for
1.1% more than last year, of which: harvest in 2026 amounted

to about 4.5 million hec-
e winter wheat was sown more than 2.3 million hectares, tares
e rye more than 0.6 million hectares,
e winter triticale about 1.1 million hectares,

e winter barley more than 0.4 million hectares,

e winter cereal mixtures about 0.05 million hectares.

The area sown to winter rape and turnip rape is estimated at about 1.1 million hectares.

! The information contains the results of a preliminary assessment of overwintering of win-
ter crops and orchard plants carried out by Statistics Poland provincial appraisers. The as-
sessment was made on the basis of a monolithic survey conducted in mid-March, as well as
an inspection of fields, meadows and orchards conducted at the end of March, and obse-
rvations of agrometeorological conditions and their impact on the condition of agricultural
and horticultural crops.
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Within the optimal agrotechnical timeframes, more than 85% of the winter wheat area was
sown, over 96% of rye, about 94% of winter barley, more than 93% of triticale, approx.
74% of winter cereal mixtures, and over 91% of winter rape and turnip rape.

The condition of winter cereal crops — namely wheat, rye, barley, triticale, and cereal
mixtures — was assessed at the level of the previous year (Table 1). Plantations of winter rape
and turnip rape, on average in the country, were assessed at 3.8 qualification degrees,

i.e. slightly below last year's assessment.

Table 1. Assessment of the status of winter crops in November in the years 2018-2025

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Specification
in qualifying grades

Wheat 3.7 3.9 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.0
Rye 3.7 3.6 3.9 3.8 3.8 4.0 4.1 4.1
Barley 3.7 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.8 4.0 4.0 4.0
Triticale 3.6 3.7 3.9 3.9 3.9 4.0 4.0 4.0
Cereal mixtures 3.6 3.5 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.9 3.9 3.9
Rape and turnip rape 3.8 3.9 4.0 3.9 3.9 4.0 4.0 3.8

a) A grade of 5" indicates very good condition, ,4” - good, ,3" - sufficient, ,2” - poor, ,1” - bad, disaster.

The course of agrometeorological conditions during the winter of 2025/2026

Agrometeorological conditions in November were highly variable. Frequent rainfall hindered
autumn field work and the harvesting of root and fodder crops. At the same time, in regions
with a more even distribution of precipitation, adequate soil moisture and positive air tem-
peratures supported the growth and development of winter crops. Cooling in the third de-
cade of the month, combined with diurnal temperature fluctuations, promoted plant harde-
ning.

In December, weather conditions generally did not pose a threat to overwintering crops, de-
spite the continued variability of agrometeorological conditions. Significant drops in air tem-
perature near the ground surface were recorded in the third decade of the month, locally re-
aching -15°C or lower. Despite the lack of snow cover or its minimal thickness, these condi-
tions did not lead to excessive cooling of the soil at the tillering node depth.

In January and during the first and second decades of February, very large drops in near-gro-
und air temperature were recorded, locally reaching -25°C or lower, which increased the risk
of frost damage. In many regions of the country, insufficient snow cover did not provide
adequate protection for crops against excessive cooling. In the third decade of February,

a warming period occurred, accompanied by rainfall. Locally, waterlogging was observed

in fields, which could have negatively affected the overwintering condition of plants.
Weather conditions in March were generally favorable for agriculture. In the second decade
of the month, vegetation of winter crops and permanent grasslands resumed. Favorable
agrometeorological conditions allowed for the continuation of spring fieldwork, including
the sowing of oats, spring wheat, and spring barley over a large part of the country. At the
same time, the persistent precipitation deficit contributed to a reduction in soil water reso-
urces.

The course of weather
conditions during the win-
ter period increased the
risk of crop damage



In April, the country's agrometeorological conditions were varied. Cool days and night frosts
in the first half of April inhibited the emergence of spring cereals and slowed down the pace
of their growth. In many regions of the country, significant rainfall deficiencies were
observed, causing soil drying.

Table 2. Air temperature and precipitation from autumn 2025 to spring 2026

National average air National average rainfall totals
Specification temperature

oC deviation from mm % norm 2

the norm 2

AUTUMN 2025
September 15.5 1.7 62.9 109.6
October 8.7 -0.1 60.5 129.8
November 4.1 0.1 45.0 113.4
WINTER »2025/2026
December 2.3 2.0 14.5 373
January -4.1 -3.0 17.2 47.4
February -1.6 -1.5 22.3 70.6
SPRING 2026
March 6.4 33 10.8 28.6

a) From 2021 IMiGW adopts as the average norm from years 1991-2020.
b) Monthly averages /Statistics Poland calculations based on IMiGW data/.

Preliminary assessment of overwintering of winter cereals and rape and turnip rape

Monolithic and field surveys conducted by voivodeship appraisers in late February and the
first half of March this year indicate that winter crops across the country overwintered slightly
worse than in the previous year.

The greatest winter losses (plant damage) were recorded in the following regions due to:

e severe frosts in the voivodeships of Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Lubelskie, Lubuskie, £6dzkie,
Matopolskie, Podlaskie, Swietokrzyskie, Warminsko-Mazurskie and Wielkopolskie;

e drying winds in the voivodeships of Lubelskie, Lubuskie, todzkie, Podlaskie, Wielkopol-
skie and Zachodniopomorskie;

e snow mold in the voivodeships of Lubelskie, Lubuskie, todzkie, Podkarpackie, Pomorskie
and Warminsko-Mazurskie;

e waterlogging in terrain depressions in the voivodeships of Podkarpackie, Pomorskie,
Warminsko-Mazurskie, Wielkopolskie and Zachodniopomorskie;

e other causes (e.g. forest animals) in the voivodeships of Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Lubelskie,
Warminsko-Mazurskie, and Zachodniopomorskie.



According to an assessment by voivodeship appraisers at Statistics Poland, about 0.2% of the
area sown to winter cereals and about 0.6% of the area sown to winter rape and turnip rape
were qualified for plowing nationwide.

In the surveyed monolithic and field samples, the share of living plants and germinating
seeds in the current year amounted to, for:

e winter wheat — more than 95%,

e rye - more than to 96%,

e winter barley - about 96%,

e winter triticale - about 94%,

e winter rape and turnip rape - about 88%.

Moreover, in the analyzed monolith samples, 3% to 7% of plants were classified as doubtful
(i.e., their overwintering status and final condition could not be determined). The highest
share of doubtful plants was recorded in winter rape and turnip rape plantations, while the
lowest was observed in rye and barley fields.

Evaluation of wintering of trees, fruit bushes and berry plantations and the condition of hor-
ticultural crops

The course of the winter of 2025/2026 did not cause significant losses in orchard crops, de-
spite considerable drops in air temperature in January and February, locally below -25°C.
The overwintering of fruit trees and bushes was most frequently assessed as good or satis-
factory. An increased risk of frost damage concerned mainly apricots, sweet cherries,
peaches and certain plum varieties. The onset of vegetation of fruit trees, fruit bushes and
strawberries was recorded in the second decade of March. However, spring fluctuations in air
temperature between day and night contributed to a slowing down of this process. The con-
dition of orchards was also negatively affected by insufficient rainfall and the progressive
drying of the soil.

Field strawberry plantations, fruit bushes and other berry crops generally overwintered well,
although their condition varied considerably by region. In areas with permanent snow cover,
no significant losses were recorded. In regions where temperatures below -10°C occurred

in the absence of snow cover, slight damage to parts of shoots was observed, particularly

on young plantations and on light soils. The vegetation of strawberries was somewhat de-
layed compared with the previous year, while an additional factor limiting plant regenera-
tion after the winter period was the progressing deficit of atmospheric precipitation, increa-
sing the need for earlier irrigation.

The progress of fieldwork and sowing of field vegetables in the spring period varied conside-
rably by region. In the southern and western parts of the country, sowing of vegetables had
already begun in March. In northern and eastern Poland, low night-time temperatures and
cooled soil delayed the commencement of fieldwork and sowing. The precipitation deficit
caused uneven and delayed emergence, particularly on light soils. In many farms, agrotextile
covers and other protective coverings were used to reduce moisture losses and improve
thermal conditions.

In case of quoting Statistics Poland data, please provide information: “Source of data: Statis-
tics Poland”, and in case of publishing calculations made on data published by Statistics Po-
land, please include the following disclaimer: “Own study based on figures from Statistics
Poland”.

About 8.4 thousand
hectares of winter cereals
and about 7.0 thousand
hectares of rape and turnip
rape sown in autumn 2025
were qualified for plowing



Prepared by:

. . Issued by:
Agriculture and Environment Department Press Office
Director Marta Wojciechowska Mobile (+48) 695 255 032

Phone: (+48 22) 608 3128 Phone: (+48 22) 608 38 04, (+48 22) 449 41 45,

(+48 22) 608 30 09
e-mail: obslugaprasowa@stat.gov.pl

@ statgovpl/en

X @StatPoland

Bl  @GlownyUrzadStatystyczny
@gus_stat

B @GtownyUrzadStatystycznyGUS
B @Glowny Urzad Statystyczny

Related information

Production of agricultural and horticultural crops in 2024

Data available in databases

BDL: Sown area

Terms used in official statistics

BDL: Agricultural crops



mailto:obslugaprasowa@stat.gov.pl
https://new.stat.gov.pl/en
https://x.com/StatPoland
https://www.facebook.com/GlownyUrzadStatystyczny
https://www.instagram.com/gus_stat/?next
https://youtube.com/@glownyurzadstatystycznygus?si=IgHa1awoYniiJyQI
https://www.linkedin.com/company/glownyurzadstatystyczny/
https://stat.gov.pl/en/topics/agriculture-forestry/agricultural-and-horticultural-crops/production-of-agricultural-and-horticultural-crops-in-2024,2,9.html
https://stat.gov.pl/en/topics/agriculture-forestry/agricultural-and-horticultural-crops/production-of-agricultural-and-horticultural-crops-in-2024,2,9.html
https://stat.gov.pl/en/topics/agriculture-forestry/agricultural-and-horticultural-crops/production-of-agricultural-and-horticultural-crops-in-2024,2,9.html
https://stat.gov.pl/
https://stat.gov.pl/
https://bdl.stat.gov.pl/BDL/dane/podgrup/temat/6/181
https://bdl.stat.gov.pl/BDL/dane/podgrup/temat/6/181
https://bdl.stat.gov.pl/BDL/dane/podgrup/temat/6/181
https://stat.gov.pl/
https://stat.gov.pl/
https://stat.gov.pl/en/metainformation/glossary/terms-used-in-official-statistics/3492,term.html
https://stat.gov.pl/en/metainformation/glossary/terms-used-in-official-statistics/3492,term.html
https://stat.gov.pl/en/metainformation/glossary/terms-used-in-official-statistics/3492,term.html

